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The Church Caller

December 2011

A SUNDAY
" '? WORSHIP
ol SERVICE

STI* 845 am. &
&) 10:30 am.

Sunday, DECEMBER 4"
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
COMMUNION & BELL SUNDAY
Isaiah 40.1-11
2 Peter 3.8-15a
Mark 1.1-8

Sunday, DECEMBER 11"
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
“SING GLORIA”

SENIOR CANTATA
Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11
1 Thessalonians 5.16-24
John 1.6-8, 19-28

Sunday, DECEMBER 18"
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
“CHRIS-MYTH”
PAGEANT
Luke 1.46b-55
Romans 16.25-27
Luke 1.26-38

Sunday, DECEMBER 25"
CHRISTMAS DAY
LESSONS& CAROLS
10:00AM SERVICE
Isaiah 52.7-10
Psalm 98
John 1.1-14

Sunday, January '
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
COMMUNION SUNDAY
10:00AM SERVICE

OO~

From The Senior Pastor

It is Advent again; Christmas draws near. Somehbwaugh, the
Christmas season always seems to get longer whdeAdvent

season is diminished. That certainly is true icut® society — just
take a look at any mall. Churches wrestle wittoib,. | keep telling
myself that this year will be different. While lkiag in one of my
favorite prayer books, | happened upon the follgmieflection and
would like to offer it as my Advent-Christmas mediibn. It is

entitledStar-Giving;it is written by Ann Weem.

(continued on page 3)

W.I.N.D. ~ worship in New Directions
6:00 pm Dinner & Fellowship ~ 6:45 pm Worship

Wed., Dec. ¥ 2" Week of Advent ~ Communion

Wed., Dec. 14 39 Week of Advent
Wed., Dec. 2f  NO W.L.N.D. ~ Blue Christmas at 7:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 28  NO W.LN.D.~ W.I.N.D. will resume on Jan"4

Join members and friends on Wednesday evening&/éoship in New Directions’
an informal, contemporary experience of small grougrship, at 6:45 in Roor®
201. Prior to worship, a simple family-style dimrend a time of fellowship ar
offered in the Social Room. All are welcome. Aldcan’s program is alsc
provided during worship time. Come to nourish ybody, mind and soul!
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Celebrate Advent and
Christmas
With Your Church Family!

Friends and Extended Family Are

Always Welcome...

Sunday, December’4
Second Sunday of Advent

8:45 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Worsh
Sacrament of Holy Communig
Advent Potluck Supper N
with holiday activities & crafts ~ * ﬁ/
5:30 p.m. oiiJl*
TESD)

Sunday, December i1
Third Sunday of Advent
8:45 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Worship & Cantata . )
Senior Choir presents —
1

...Songs and Carols to celebrate Christmas

Holiday Turkey Dinner
Noon
Sponsored by TELOS

Sunday, December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:45a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Pageant at both
services ~ All Church Worship

A children's Christmas musical.

ip
DN

Discovering the truth about Christmas.

Wednesday, December 21 *
7:30 p.m.

Holidays are not always a merry or
happy time for everyone. Come join
us for a service of comfort, healing and hope.

OO~

Saturday, December 24"

Christmas Eve
Evening Worship

5:00 p.m.
A Family Service
Featuring the Cherub Choir, Junior Choir,
Junior Bell Choir and the Chime Choir
A Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service with the
Sacrament of Holy Communion
A Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with the
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Featuring the Senior Choir and

=
11:00 p.m.
the Senior Bell Choir
OO T~
Sunday, December 28

1 Service
10:00 a.m. Worship
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May God bless you this holy season!

Pastor Don

T Weems, AnnKneeling in BethlehenfPhiladelphia, PA: The
Westminster Press, 1987), p. 71

It's almost time for the Boards and Committeestéots
thinking about their reports for the Annual Repditte
deadlinefor electronically submitted written repoiits
January 9", deadlinefor reports that require typing or
significant formattingis January 4" and thedeadline
for financial documentss January 13". If you need
copies of last year’s report or have any questirs,
call the church office at 860-871-6606, Monday -
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

THANK YOU!

The Church Office will be closed on Monday,
December 28 in observance of Christmas and have
limited hours December Zthrough December 80

@éﬂl@?
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Moving on Have Moved?
Pleasenotify the Church Office
with your current information as
soon as possible.
Thank you!

Prayer Shawl Ministry ;ﬁﬁ%{}

The Prayer Shawl Ministry groupill not meet in
December. Our next meeting will be Thursday,
January 26, 2012.

Shawls are available in the room off of the Narthe

Jan Starkweather

/ 0

Starting in September we began studying the bog
of Acts.

We meet on the first Tuesday of each month from
p.m. to 3 p.m. September through June. Come ar|
join us and bring a friend.

PLEASE NOTE: The Friendship Class

meeting scheduled for Tuesday, December 6, 201
is cancelled

Our next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday
January 3, 2012.

)1 2-123)45
1221 -67 2

d
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Offering envelopes for 2012 are available in the
Narthex for pick-up to help defray the cost of pgst

If you are not currently using envelopes, and woulc
like to, please call the Church Office at 860-8 BD®

to make arrangements. Thank you!

SANCTUARY
FLOWERS

The flowers we enjoy in worship each week are
donated by church members and friends to celebrat:
honor or remember loved ones. The 2012 Flowe
Chart has beempostedin the Narthex. Please consider
signing up to provide sanctuary flowers for a wdekt

is meaningful to you.

The cost for flowers has remained the same for 2012
$32.00, which includes delivery to the church.
Flowers can be taken home or may be given fo
delivery to a sick or shut-in person.

Yellow Flower cards and sign-up instructions are

provided by the Flower Chart in the Narthex. If you
have any questions please call the Church Office.

]
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NEWS FROM- - - - - The Sacred Stitches

Because December is such a busy month at the chur
and also for each of us at home, we WT meet in
December. Our next meeting will be Saturday.
January 28, in the Social Room at 10 a.m.

If you have questions, please call Judy, 860-878266
or Peg, 860-749-5992.

NOTES FROM GROWTH
AND NURTURE

VLN Name Tag Reminder: Wearing our
name tags is a sign of welcome and
hospitality to visitors and newcomers.
If you need one or a new one, there is a

form to request a name tag in the Narthex.

/, For the 8 consecutive ear, the
N

town of Ellington is sponsoring
Winterfest!! Winterfest is held
on the first weekend of
December, which will be

A\ Y December ' & 3rd this year.

Most events and all of our
church events take place on Saturday, Deceniber 3

EVENTS AT OUR CHURCH,
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3rd:

Noon — 7:00p.m.Public viewing of the entries for
the Gingerbread House Contes{sponsored by our
Growth and Nurture Committee). The contest is
open to the community. Come see the entries and
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ribbons in Room 201. It is practically impossibl¢
not to smile and feel that holiday spirit whilg
viewing the Gingerbread House Contest entries.

2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. NEW this year: Carol Singn
the Sanctuary, led by Janet Wieliczka’s daughter,
Dee.

4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Winterfest Café!Our Dinner
Committee will be offering a‘family-friendly”
menu, continuous seating in ti&ocial Room The
menu will be:

Chili ~ Chicken Soup ~ Grilled Cheese
Sandwiches ~ Macaroni & Cheese ~ Brownies
Beverages

4:55 p.m. Church Bells— Listen for the sound of
our church bells along with St. Luke’'s as we
celebrate the season.

Additionally, there are events at the Historical
Society, on the Green and at the Library. Thete wi

7:00pm — 9:00pm Live Nativity at 2 Maple Street,
this event is sponsored by the Ellington Ward, The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.

Winterfest Activities on the Green

3:30-5:30 p.m. Town Crier on the Green

4:00 p.m Tim Adams’ % Grade chorus

4:15 p.m. Arrival of Frosty, Rudolph and his elf
4:15 p.m. Reindeer display

4:30 p.m. Arrival of Santa and Mrs. Claus This year
they will be joined by a “petting zoo” of miniature
donkeys, courtesy of Express Verizon, of
Meadowbrook Plaza, in Ellington.

4:40 p.m Children Introduced for Tree Lighting
4:45 p.m. Tree Lighting —

4:55 p.m. Church Bells Ring from Ellington
Congregational and St Luke’s Churches

Library Events:

10:00 a.m. — 1:00p.m. Holiday Ornament Workshop.
Reservations required.

5:00-7:00p.m. Friends of the Library Open House,
light refreshments

be a Tree-Lighting Ceremony on Saturday afternopn 6:30p.m. EHS Jazz Program
and the ever-popular Torchlight Parade in the eafly All-Day — Festival of Trees (runs from Nov. 30-Dec.

evening. Stayed tuned for more details.

There is a newly formed Winterfest Committee
which will help coordinate activities at ouhwrch.

Any group or board that would be interested i
formally participating in Winterfest should see Peg
Doffek, Janet Wieliczka or Sharon McLaughl
The Winterfest Committee is looking for helq
cleaning-up following the dinner on Decemb#&t 3

>

TOWN EVENTS
(tentative)

FRIDAY, December 2'*:
Ellington Singers at the Hall
Memorial Library 7-8p.m.

SATURDAY, December 3%:

2p.m-7p.m Nellie McKnight Museum open hosted
by Ellington Historical Society Ellington Book
Signing.

4p.m.-7p.m. Ellington Women'’s Club refreshments
at the Senior Center

17)

Parade on Main Street:
5:30-6:00p.m. Torchlight Parade on Main Street




STEWARDSHIP FLASH

October 1 to October 31, 20110
Income from Giving$ 26,420.
Expenses$ 32,285.

Year to Date (10/30/10)
Giving Income: $209,996.
Expenses: $247,459.

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT

ferowing Widh Goe”

“(We) planted...but God gave the growth.

The one who plants and the one who waters have

common purpose.”
1 Corinthians 3:6-9

Please return your pledge card to the Church Offic
as soon as possible or be a little “green” anddng-
to www.eccucc.org and click on “Stewardship” and

follow the quick and easy directions.

Thank you!

End-of-Year

[ ]
Remm
Contribution Statements

All contributions for the 2011 tax year must
in the church office by December 31 or maileg
a letterpostmarked December 31, 2011.

a

D

Missions Mall

Ellington Congregational Church participated in the
Mission 1 food collection. During the November 1 -

11 collection period we collected items for the

Cornerstone food pantry and we received
approximately 1852 food items and collected $800
in cash and gift cards for the Thanksgiving bags. |

addition, $500 was split between Neighbors In Need
and East Africa Famine Relief. Thank you for your
continued support to help others in need!

g i1l

The Missions Board started
collecting gifts on November 2¢". Tags are
displayed on the tree (located in the Narthex) and
list gifts to benefit individuals and families sed/
by Ellington Human Services, Ellington Elderly
Outreach, and Covenant to Care for Children. If you
are able, please take a tag or two to help prdade
those who are in need this holiday season.

Please return your gifts and tags$®ynday,
December 11"

Thank you, ~ Board of Missions



women's Fellowship News

The Light of Christmas

“Christmas is most truly Christmas when we celabitaby giving the light of love

to those who need it most”
Ruth Carter Stapleton

FARMIFHOUSE FATR

We have much to be thankful for. Once again, our
Farmhouse Fair was very successful. We are
blessed to have so many willing hands to help
support all aspects of the Fair. We expect to net
about $10,000 after all expenses are paid. This
money supports the Women’s Fellowship Budget
for 2012. It is used for many things, but
traditionally over one-third is donated, in therfor
of scholarships (both academic and for Silver
Lake), and to many worthy causes in our church gs
well as to the greater community. In 2011 thos
donations included ECC General Fund,
hawkwing, Cornerstone Foundation, Crystal
Lake Food Pantry, Hockanum Valley Tri-Town
Food, Alpha & Omega, Ellington HS Graduation
Party, Vernon HS Graduation Party, and ECC
Caritas. In 2011, Women’s Fellowship provided
$3, 700 in donations. THANK YOU! This would
not be possible without the support of our
church!

D

Peg Doffek and Janet Wieliczka, who have served
as Co-Chairs of the Farmhouse Fair for more than
twenty years, wish to extend their appreciation and

heartfelt thanks to everyone for the success of the
2011 Farmhouse Fair. They wanted to go out with a
BANG for the 53" Anniversary of the Farmhouse
Fair, and did they ever! First, thanks to a sgecia
church committee, the Social Room was redone and
ready to go, which was wonderful! It looks so fres
and revitalized. There were plenty of challenges,
too, including a two-week postponement of the Fair
due to the Halloween snowstorm and all the issues
that came with it.

It was a happy ending though, for our "50
Farmhouse Fair. There are so many people to thank
for our success again this year; in fact most af ou
entire church supports the Fair in one way or
another. Each person’s contribution is apprecia
The combination of time, talent and treasure from
our congregation to support the Fair has made this
an outstanding fundraiser and community outreach,
year after year.

We would also like to thank Peg and Janet for
leading our Fair so successfully for the past two
decades! They are ready to turn over the baton,
so we hope to continue the tradition under new
leadership. They have provided the framework for
more warm, fun and successful future Fairs!
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Women’s Fellowship
collects gently used coats and new items for
the Lakota people in South Dakota and the
items are distributed through the efforts of
hawkwing, a non-profit organization. There is a
box in the narthex for depositing clean coats in
good condition, and Jan Danforth faithfully
collects and stores them each week. (Thank
you, Jan D.!). Our congregation has been
extremely generous in their donations and
every donation makes a difference, so thanks!
For additional information about this mission,
the website is www.hawkwing.org. You may
also see Janet W. or Peg D. at church, as they
coordinate the hawkwing missions for our
church.

c !
@ # $ Please continue to save thd#C
Campbell bar codes and General Mills Box
Tops for Educationcoupons for Elon Homes &
Schools for Children in North Carolina. They may
be deposited in the red box in the Social Roommor
the folder on the downstairs bulletin board — wher
lists of what to save are also available. The Elo|
Homes and Schools and the ECC Women’
Fellowship thank you for your continued support.

Next Meeting December 16’

Meet early for Pancake Breakfast

Any guestions pleaggéontact
Earl Palmer-Lavoie (872-0488)
or Richard Steele (649-4732)

(2= L")

Service People on Active Duty

The following list contains people called to active
duty. Please keep them and their families in your
prayers. If you know of someone who should be on
this list (or have a correction), please conta& th
church office at 871-6606 or sec-

eccucc@sbcglobal.nefThank you.

Full Name
Ashton Beck
Ben Sargent
Bill McDonald
Brandon Truax
Chelsea Hinton
Chris Saucier
Colin Leitch
Damon Matus
David

David Nutt

Del Plato
Easton Plourde
Eric

Evan Peterson
Grant Cuprak
Greg Caron
Greg Fearnley
Jennifer Baker
Jeremy Allen
Jessica Lannan
Jim

Samantha Stankas
Trevor Beck
William Daugherty
William Peck

DEPLOYED

RETURNED
Matt Hotchkiss

Submitted by
Dianne Durgan
Lou Jeffrey

Dianne Durgan
Jay Walpole

Lisa Crocker
Tish Russell
Basil Stone
Michael
Bev Russo

Joel & Liz West
Jon & Lyn Allen

Dianne Durgan
Dianne Durgan
Katherine Meyer
Barbara Peck

Jennifer Boynton
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Annual Holiday Turkey Dinner
NOON
Sponsored by TELOS

As always, donations of turkeys are MOST
welcome.

P oy _
geeimeiint  Basket raffle tickets are
{o ,«_-g.*;:;" i available for purchase
) "‘5' i after and between services
Lﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ on 12/4 & 12/11 and

. during Winterfest on 12/3.

Drawings for the basket raffle will take
place after dinner on December 11th.

Thank you for supporting our youths’
mission work.

OO~
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The Church Family News

N 9 AL PRAYER GROUP
f \Z{/ & PRAYER CIRCLE
s S
AT % &
Dec. 1 Josh Sandamena
Dec. 2 Raoul Fortin The Prayer Groumeets at the church for one
Dec. 4 Marcia Hesse hour every Tuesday at 10:00 a.mto pray for
Dec. 5 Zachary Laws people in need. If you need prayers for
Dec. 6 Charity West someone or would like to be included in the
Dec. 6 Shannon Close Prayer Ci_rcle, please let Carolyn Ladd or the
Dec. 8 Charlotte Byam _Church office know.
Dec. 9 Erin Chichlowski
Dec. 9 Matthew Chichlowski SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Dec. 11 Priscilla Bazan We thank the following for
Dec. 12 Ethan Parlante providing sanctuary flowers in
Dec. 14 Jaysen Stolarz November: Penny Gates in
Dec. 15 Chris Dixon memory of Robert A. Gates, Sr.;
Dec. 17 Sam Walch Jon and Lyn Allen in memory
Dec. 20 Peter Bazan Barbara M. Paluska and Family in memory of
Dec. 21 Amanda Leonard Everett C. Paluska; Chris and Katherine Meyer
Dec. 23 Brooke R in memory of F. John Arens and Philip Chase in
ec ro.o € ROSS loving memory of his wife, Ardys.
Dec. 27 Larissa Morse
Dec. 28  Ellen Adams B (S o ) ==
Dec. 28 Scott Noble
Dec. 28 Brooke West
Dec. 29 Olivia Ledoux Thank you so very much for the lovely flowers
Dec. 29 McKenna Canhil the Flower Committee delivered to me after service
D ) 5 h Meiael Sunday. It is such a good feeling to know you are
ec. 29 Sarah Meige . being thought of by your congregation.
Dec. 30 Joanne Raulukaitis
Sincerely,
Susan Knox
OO~
QLN Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers
}%\% # $ 0 you sent to me while | was in Woodlake. Everyone
@@ & & enjoyed them.
Dec. 27 Erin & Stephen Quinlan E’han_k Y?Aljband God Bless you,
orraine Aborn
13 Esther Ave. Ellington, CT

12



ospitalized
since the last Caller

Emalie Bellezza
Dennis Carroll
Carolyn Ladd
Esther Shoup

PleaseCALL our office as soon as you know you
will be admitted.

In your admitting process, you will be asked if you
are part of a local faith community (church). If so
please answexXES, and give the name and town of
your church.

You will also be asked if you want your name
released to representatives of your church. If so,
please answeXES.
If you say no, or if you do not give the name of yo
church, the hospital will not be able to release yo
name to us.

THANKS ~ Hands on Hartford would like to
thank Ellington Congregational Church for their
support in reaching out to meet the needs of so
many. Together we have touched many people in
many ways.

Thank you again,
Hands on Hartford

welot 4 God B

Ellington

Congregational

Church

welcomed the following individuals into
the fellowship of our church family on
November 13:
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GATEKEEPERS — DECEMBER 2011

DECEMBER 18™

Sunday | DECEMBER 4™ | DECEMBER 11™ - DECEMBER 25™
Worship | SECOND SUNDAY OF THIRD SUNDAY OF FOURR-'DEEE?AY OF DEC 24 CHRISTMAS DAY
Service ADVENT ADVENT “C HRIS-MYTH " CHRISTMAS EVE L ESSONS& CAROLS
COMMUNION & “SING GLORIA” PAGEANT ~10:00AM ~
BELL SUNDAY SENIOR CANTATA ALL CHURCH WORSHIP ALL CHURCH WORSHIP
Greeters: Gary & Elaine Steve and Erin Mary Sole TBD Basil & Dawn Stoneg
Duckett Quinlan
Welcomers: Mary Ann Green| Ada Lee Thompson| |orraine Knowlton TBD Lou Jeffery
Lay Readers: Judy Ball No Reader No Reader TBD Lorraine Knowltd
Deacons on 5:00 pm 10:00 AM
Duty: 845 Jol Sprowles Alice Sprowles Vin Savino Jen Boynton Alice Sprowles
Earl Palmer- Lavoie Laurie Hazleton Basil Stone
7:00 pm
Bill Durgan
Basil Stone
10:30 Betsy Cottle Jen Boynton John Bellezza Carol Hagopian
Laurie Hazleton Earl Palmer-Lavoie
Dave Adams 11:00 pm
Beth Cocuzzo Betsy Cottle
Chas Gross Chas Gross
Vin Savino
John Bellezza
Food Bank | Cornerstone Kitchen Tri-Town Pantry | Crystal Lake Pantry Ellington Food Bank
Deliveries: Paul Scordato Bob Knowlton Janice Danforth

Cheryl Dinse

Ushers for December

8:45 am Dott

Dave Danforth
10:30 am Bill Durgan
Richard Malone

Christmas Eve Ushers:

ie Marshall 5:00 pm - TBD
7:00 pm — John & Marsha Andzans
11:00 pm - TBD

Fellowship Hosts: Ministry of Fellowship

15
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Ellington Congregational Church U.S. Postage
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HIGHLIGHTS|

| # 8

From the Senior Pastorp. 1 & 3

Annual Report Reminder p. 3

A New Ministry... p. 4

Prayer Shawl & Friendship Class p. 5
Historian & Sacred Stitches & Winterfest p. 6-7
Stewardship & Missions p. 8

Women'’s Fellowship p. 9-10; Men'’s Fellowship p.10
Advent Supper & TELOS p. 11

The Church Family News p. 12 — 13

Christian Education News p. 14

Gatekeepers p. 15; Church Calendar p. 16
Breakfast with Santa p. 17

CHURCH STAFF
The Rev. Don Bailey-Francgois, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Karen Bailey-Francois, Interim Assc. Pastor
Esther Pezzella, Director of Music

MISSION STATEMENT Lisa Crocker, Associate in Christian Education
Leigh Lezotte, Church Secretary
We are a welcoming family of Christians dedicated to Jim Dixon, Web Master: jd1950@comcast.net
living and sharing Christ’'s teachings through a faith
continually renewed by God’s grace. REGULAR OFFICE HOURS

8:30 A.M. - 2:30 P.M. (Monday - Friday)
We come together in worship, study, and mission,
bringing a diversity of talents and offering opportunities

for each member to express a personal faith through SUNDAY WORSHIP IS AT 8:45 & 10:30 A.M.

shared responsibility and service. Communion is served the first Sunday of the month
We commit to provide a Christ-centered atmosphere for HOW TO CONTACT THE CHURCH
both individual and communal growth in which all can (860) 871-6606

realize their full spiritual potential. eccucc@sbcglobal.net

Adopted 9/11/94 Web Page: http://www.eccucc.org
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