
The script for this presentation was originally written by Mildred C. McKnight and 
presented with slides in 1983 for the 250th Anniversary Celebration.  Credit should also be 
given to long-time historian, Nellie E McKnight.  It has been updated by Deborah Wallace 
and Mildred Dimock with additional pictures taken by several people but mainly by Fred 
Bird, photographer, who has also given a great deal of time in preparing them for this 
presentation. 
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STORY OF THE ELLINGTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 

ELLINGTON, CONNECTICUT 
 

1733ð2008 
 
Since the records of the first forty years of our history have disappeared, it is not altogether 
easy to piece together the first part of our story. 
 
We do know that Ellington, originally a part of Windsor and sometimes called ñWindsor 
Goshenò or the ñGreat Marshò was the last of the original towns in Tolland County to be 
settled.  Consequently its church was the last to be organized. 
 
The first colonists, starting out from Hartford and Windsor, passing by the fertile fields 
surrounding the Great Marsh, favoring the stony hillsides to the east, believing the more 
beneficial mountain land with timber and water was better suited to their needs. 
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However, early in the 18th century, a surveyor, Samuel Pinney, recognized the worth of this 
abandoned area.  In 1717 he bought a thousand acres on the west side of the marsh 
where he built a log cabin.  Later research has shown this picture is of a descendant of 
Samuel Pinney. 
 

 
 


